
VOLUME 7, ISSUE 3	 Spring 2020VOLUME 7, ISS

THE AUXILIARY VOICE
Official Newsletter of the 

Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

         FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT —

Any letters, articles, etc. published in The Auxiliary Voice do not necessarily represent the views and/or opinions of the ASUVCW, officers, membership, guests, or the editor/publisher.


Published by the National Headquarters, Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (ASUVCW). Copyright © 2020

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

It is hard to believe how much our “normal life” has changed since my last article. New phrases that we had 
never heard of are now part of our everyday language: Social Distancing, Community Spread, Self-
Quarantine, Shelter in Place, Flatten the Curve, Herd Immunity– these reflect our new “Normal.” Many of our 
events have been cancelled and many of us spend most of our days at home. Others are in the front line serving 
in essential jobs and I thank you for your service. I know several Sisters have been working on “Service” and 
making masks and donating them and I thank you for your service.  

In January I traveled to Maryland to install the new Sgt. James H. Harris Auxiliary No. 38, Department of the 
Chesapeake. It was a great experience. The Sisters and the Brothers share a 
lot of camaraderie and work well together. We were treated to a tour of the 
area, which included the Civil War prison at Point Lookout. That was very 
special for me as I had an ancestor who was a prisoner there.  

In February I attended a Department of Wisconsin mid-winter meeting and 
patriotic luncheon. The Sisters in Wisconsin were wonderful. They drove us 
everywhere, showed us the area, took us to dinner and were amazing hosts. 
It was great to meet the Sisters from Wisconsin, including one of our new 
Life Members and a distant cousin, Virginia Michaels. (Virginia is the 
mother of Past Commander-in-Chief Steve Michaels, and mother-in-law of 
Past National President, Danielle Michaels. Interestingly enough, she is my 
7th cousin 1x removed. We both descend from Edward Fuller, who arrived 
in Plymouth MA aboard the Mayflower in 1620  I was also pleased to be in 
attendance when our National Chaplain and Department of Wisconsin 
President, Susan Fallon, was awarded the Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award.   

Life Member # 126, 
Virginia Michaels, 


C.K. Badger 

Auxiliary #4, 


Dept. of Wisconsin

Honor Serve Celebrate
Our Ancestors & 

the Boys in Blue

Our Community,

our Veterans, &


Our Country
Each Other

(See bottom of next page)
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I also attended a SW Ohio Lincoln dinner at the Engineers Club 
in Dayton, Ohio. This is an annual event in SW Ohio. This year 
President and Mrs. Lincoln were in attendance and gave us fresh 
insights to life in the White House.  

Then the world shifted. Coronavirus became our central focus. 
My travel schedule completely changed as events were 
cancelled. In this strange time, my thoughts have been on all of 
you. I know many are confined to your homes and some don’t 
have computers. For those who do, I hope you are keeping up 
with activities on Facebook. I also hope you have found ways to 
serve the community. I have found some time to work on more 
of my family genealogy which had not been possible for a few 
months. Easter was very different for my family. We watched 
the grandkids have their Easter egg hunt in their front yard via 
Zoom video conferencing on the computer. Kerry and I had take 

out dinner from Bob Evans and we worshipped via church service on the computer. I have spent some time 
contemplating what the holidays must have been like during the long four years of the Civil War.  

Many of the Spring events our Auxiliaries normally participate in have been cancelled and we are still don’t 
know when things might begin to return to normal. The Patriotic Instructor has some excellent suggestions for 
us so please read her article. I also ask that you keep me updated on what is going on in your world. Don’t 
hesitate to drop me a quick email or a FB message. I really want to hear from you and know how you are and 
what is happening in your world. In addition to our official ASUVCW Facebook page which is used to post 
general information to our Order and the outside world, we also have a privately monitored Facebook group 
for members only that we can use to have a virtual dialog – so please take advantage of these tools.  

I will discuss Department Encampments and the National Encampments in a separate article. Please follow all 
the guidelines and stay home and stay safe. Hope to hear from and see you all soon.  
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Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award 
The Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award was authorized at the 2011 National 
Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW). It is 
presented to members of the Allied Orders of the 
Grand Army of the Republic in recognition of 
outstanding, sustained and conspicuous service to 
the National Organization of the SUVCW or the 
respective Department of the SUVCW in 
furtherance of its mission and goals. National 
Chaplain and Department of Wisconsin President 
Susan Fallon was awarded  the Dr. Mary Edwards 
Walker Award by the SUVCW, Department of 
Wisconsin, at their mid-winter meeting.
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Do you know someone who deserves an award?
The ASUVCW awards one scholarship of $1000.00 each year. 
Applicants interested in this scholarship are asked to submit a letter detailing why they 
are interested in and deserving of this award. Applicants should also state what school 
they plan to attend and what subject they will be studying.  
Applications will be accepted from January 1 to June 30 and should be submitted 
directly to the National President. 
Information and the Scholarship Application (Form A16) are available on the National 
website at 
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Kaylyn Miller, member of John S. Townsend 
Auxiliary #108 Department of Ohio, placed 
second out of 100 8th grade students in the 
district Power of the Pen Contest – a creative 
writing competition for middle school students 
across Ohio.  She also won “Best of the Best” 
award for one of her stories and qualified for the 
state competition for the second year in a row!

Chloe Miller, junior member of John S. 
Townsend Auxiliary #108 Department of Ohio, 
portrays Clara Barton at her school’s 5th grade 
wax museum. A special thank you goes out to 
her grandmother, Sister Judy Morgan (National 
Supply Officer) for lending her a period dress for 

Sister Melody Smith, Chillicothe, Ohio, was a 20-
year Member-at-Large who passed away 
February 19, 2020. The National President and 
several of the Department of Ohio Sisters 
performed our ritual funeral service at her 
Celebration of Life Service.

In 
Memory
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chiefofstaff@asuvcw.org@ g

A Word from the Chief of 
Staff…
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Consider a Life Membership for yourself  
or someone else! 

After making a one-time payment, a Sister may become a Life Member. She will 
remain a member of her local Auxiliary and may provide any additional support she 
deems fit, but will never be subject to per capita dues again. The cost for Life 
Membership is as follows: 

Under Age 50 = $350.00  
Age 50 – 64 = $250.00  
Age 65 – 89 = $200.00  

Age 90 and above = FREE 
Information and the Life Membership Application Form may be found on the  

National website or may be obtained from National Treasurer Amy Miller, 
Treasurer@asuvcw.org.  

New Life Members are: 
Virginia Michaels, C.K. Badger Auxiliary #4, Dept. of Wisconsin 

Dorothy Kreuzman, Sister Anthony O’Connell Auxiliary  #10, Dept. of Ohio 
Karen Hamann, Austin Blair Auxiliary #7, Dept. of Michigan 
Rexine Cockroft, Austin Blair Auxiliary #7, Dept. of Michigan 
Brenda Walters, Austin Blair Auxiliary #7, Dept. of Michigan 

Mary Elizabeth Rose, Frances Finch Auxiliary #9, Dept. of Michigan 
Eileen Richardson, National Member-at-Large, NMAL Department

Become A



From the National Patriotic 

Instructor 

               Kim Villalva 

As we turn our attention to spring, our thoughts are typically focused on Memorial Day parades and 
ceremonies and upcoming summer festivals and events that so many of our auxiliaries participate in.  These 
are tremendously valuable activities that bring us so much in the way of community outreach, new member 
recruitment, education, fundraising, and, of course, remembering and honoring our veterans and Civil War 
ancestors. 

This year, we are facing challenges we could not have imagined when January first rolled around.  We greeted 
the new year and new decade with fresh ideas and excitement.  But now?  It’s easy for our excitement to turn 
into anxiety, concern, anger, and a great deal of uncertainty.   

Let’s look at patriotism and education during this pandemic.  How can our Auxiliary continue to uphold our 
Principles and Objects like that of, “perpetuating the memory of the services and sacrifices of the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War…particularly through patriotic and historical observances, especially...Memorial 
Day, Lincoln’s Birthday and Appomattox Day?”  (See C R &R, Article II, Principles and Objects, Section 2) 

While this year’s Memorial Day events may either be cancelled or up in the air until the very last minute, it is 
still our duty to recognize the day however we can.  I encourage you to start planning now for how you can 
celebrate Memorial Day in a potentially “socially distant” world this spring.   

Here are just a few ideas: 

1. Have your Auxiliary Patriotic Instructor visit an area cemetery (many are still open to the public on 
Sundays for walking) with flowers and a few special words.  Have a virtual event scheduled with your 
Sisters as you enact a brief ceremony.  Recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  Sing.  Have each Sister read a 
line of a patriotic poem.  Observe a moment of silence. 

2. Schedule a similar virtual ceremony for the public and share on social media. 

3. Compile a video ahead of time of Sisters reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, reading brief biographies of 
Civil War soldiers or other parts of a typical Memorial Day ceremony you hold.  Share the video on 
social media on Memorial Day. 

4. Share Memorial Day facts and stories with your members via email and social media, send one fact or 
story per week. 

5. Write inspirational messages thanking area veterans.  *Your local VA may only take messages via 
email right now, rather than regular mail.  Get creative!  Make “thank you” posters and get permission 
to post outside of VA or nursing home windows.  Get an article into your local paper if you can! 

 (Continued on next page)
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Sisters across the country joined in with the 
Department of NJ Sisters in: "Light the Night in the 
Fight Against COVID-19" on Wednesday, April 1st.
A battery operated candle was placed in our 
windows. The light shined to honor the memory of 
those who have lost their lives to COVID-19 and in 
the hope of finding a treatment and cure.

6.   Display your American flags and share abundant photos on social media on Memorial Day. 

What other ideas do you have?  Please share them with me so I can add to our Facebook page and reach as 
many people as possible.  Thank you! 

I am also asking all Sisters to display their American flags throughout the month of May.  If there was ever a 
time when our country needed visual reminders of the united spirit of our great nation, now is the time.  
Tensions are high.  Uncertainties about our future are even higher.  Let us each do our part to “inculcate true 
patriotism and love of country, not only among our membership, but to all people of the land…” (See C R 
&R ,Article II, Principles and Objects, Section 3) 

Additionally, as you look forward to other spring and summer events where you would normally teach about 
the Civil War, honor our boys in blue, or promote the Auxiliary, spend some time brainstorming creative ways 
to get your messages out into the world.  Everyone is going online right now.  Virtual tours, presentations, 
kids’ activities.  But don’t let that stop you from using your own homes and communities—post flags, signs or 
hold “car parades” --while you stay safe and socially distant. 

Are you following our Facebook page?  If not, please search and follow (and then share!):  National 
ASUVCW Patriotic Instructor.  This is a great way to keep up with each other and how we can share our 
love for our Auxiliary and country.  This is also where I continue to share ideas and programs for you.  Thank 
you for helping to promote our page!   

While 2020 looks to be a challenging journey for all of us, it is still a journey full of possibility.  Sisters, I’m 
honored to be on this journey with you. 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

Kim Villava, National Patriotic Instructor 
kdanisk@yahoo.com

Honor



Judy Brown, Dept. of Ohio
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Sisters Across the Country 
Sewing Masks

Coleen Swafford in Texas, Dept. 
of Ohio

Karen Hamann, Dept. of Michigan

Serve
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April Showers Bring May Flowers…this little quote often brings with it smiles as we look forward with great 
anticipation to the season of spring. 

The Sisters of Sister Anthony O’Connell brought “Showers of Love” a little early for the women veterans at 
the Dayton and Cincinnati VAs.  As part of our Sisters Supporting Women Veterans Program, we collect and 
prepare donations for the women veterans currently staying at the VA.  Because several donations typically 
come in at Christmas time, we hold our Annual “Shower Them with Love” Event around Valentine’s Day, 
hence the “love” theme that we uphold.  We host a party for the women that includes tasty food, gifts, and of 
course, warm conversations and sharing.   

The sacrifices of our women veterans often go unnoticed and leave lasting damaging effects.  Their needs 
range from housing and basic survival needs to help with finding jobs to help with PTSD and several other 
issues.   

We find out specific needs each woman veteran has and do our best to customize her gifts.  This year we gave 
the women winter coats, clothing, blankets, household items, personal items and inspirational gifts as well.  
When we were finally able to meet the women that we had shopped for over several weeks, we were so 
honored to spend time with them.  Upon receiving our gifts, some of the women broke down and some of the 
women broke into huge smiles.  They were all so grateful for our kindness.   

We were so very thankful for the opportunity to serve these women and we will remember each one of them. 
Work?  No.  For us it’s a beautiful time to honor these women for their service and sacrifice. 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

Kim Villava, President  
Sister Anthony O’Connell Auxiliary #10

Shower Women Veterans with Love

National Headquarters, Auxiliary to Sons of Unioon V
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Secretarial Reminders

Remember General Orders, announcements, contact 
information, forms and other information can be 
found on the ASUVCW website: www.asuvcw.org

The following General orders have been issued: 

2019-2020 
General Order #1 – Change of Command 
General Order #2 – National Patriotic Instructor and National Special Aide to National Historian for Graves 
Registration 
General Order #3 – National Treasurer 
General Order #4 – Auxiliary Meetings and Department Encampments

Encampments
Many of our Department Encampments have been postponed and the timing still hangs in the balance. 

Many similar organizations are struggling with the same issues we are. Departments must have elections and 
conduct other business; Delegates have to be elected for the National Encampment, any resolutions or 
recommendations for National must be voted on and Department Officers need to be installed and all this must 
be completed and reported to National in time for the National Officers to process and prepare for the August 
Encampment which we are hopeful will happen as planned. A Zoom account is in place for any Departments 
or Auxiliaries that need to meet using a Virtual Account. It allows people to long in via a computer, iPad, 
smartphone, and even a simple phone (without video). Simply contact the National President to get 
instructions. Your Officer installation can also be handled virtually. 

At this moment in time we are proceeding with the hope that the National Encampment in August will 
happen as planned. All forms are available on the National website and are also in this newsletter. I hope many 
of you will plan to attend this year.

National Headquarters, Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War – Established 1883 in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty



MEMBERSHIP 
Membership in Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War can be obtained through 
eligibility in several ways:


1. Women who are lineal or collateral descendants of soldiers, sailors, or marines regularly 
mustered and honorably discharged from the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States 
of America during the War of the Rebellion 1861-1865. Daughter, granddaughter, great-
granddaughter, niece, grandniece, etc., & legally adopted daughters qualify.


2. Mothers, wives, widows, daughters, & legally adopted daughter of Auxiliary to Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War in good standing. (Not Associates)


3. Associate Memberships: Available to women who do not qualify through heredity, #1 & #2 above, 
who demonstrate a genuine interest in the Civil War and can subscribe to the purpose and  
objects of the Auxiliary. An Associate may vote and hold any office except that of National Vice 
President and National President. Associates may not exceed one-third of the total membership 
of the Auxiliary at the time of election.


4. Junior Membership: For young ladies of not less than six (6) years of age.
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We’re on the Web! 
www.asuvcw.org 

Also check us 
out on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/ASUVCWNational

For a membership application, please visit:

www.asuvcw.org/mem.htm


